
National Mentoring Month is 
spearheaded by the Harvard 
Mentoring Project of the Harvard 
School of Public Health, MEN-
TOR/National Mentoring Part-
nership, and the Corporation for 
National and Community Ser-
vice. Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
America is a lead partner. 
This month, with emphasis on 
mentoring, the organization is 
expecting a surge in volunteers.   

Big Brothers Big Sisters is proud 
to announce its upcoming Bowl 
for Kids’ Sake events.  
This annual fundraiser benefiting 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Northwest Arkansas consists of 
several bowling events that will 
take place throughout Northwest 
Arkansas from February through 
March 2010.  
 
Teams of five participate in Bowl 
for Kids’ Sake by securing 
pledges from friends, family and 
co-workers.  
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BIG TAL K 
OF NORTHWEST ARKANSAS 

B O W L  F O R  K I D S ’  S A K E  

When and Where: 
February 18 at Ozark Lanes from 6-8pm (University Bowl) 
February 25 in Siloam Springs from 6-8pm (Open to All) 
March 4 at Fast Lanes from 6-8pm (Open to All) 
March 6 at Ozark Lanes from 1-3pm (Tyson Bowl)* 
March 8 at Fast Lanes from 6-8pm (Walmart Bowl)* 
March 9 at Fast Lanes from 6-8pm (Walmart Bowl)*  
March 10 at Fast Lanes from 6-8pm (Walmart Bowl)* 
March 11 at Fast Lanes from 6-8pm (Walmart Bowl)* 
March 13 from 1-3pm at Ozark Lanes from 1-3 (Bank Bowl) 

J A N U A R Y  I S  N A T I O N A L  
M E N T O R I N G  M O N T H  

Winter 2010 

The hope is that 
donations will come 
in as well, so that all 
Bigs and Littles who 
are ready to be 
matched can begin a 
long, successful 
mentoring match, supported by 
Big Brothers Big Sisters profes-
sionals who are committed to 
helping vulnerable children beat 
the odds.  

Bowl is a great fun-filled evening, 
dedicated to helping support Big 
Brothers Big Sisters’ mission of 
“Doing the powerful work of 
showing children they matter.”  
Please consider joining us for  
another fun Bowl season! 
 

To Form a Team: 
Contact: 
Jolana Aibangbee 
479-756-5683  
jaibangbee@bbbsnwa.org 
 
Or visit: 
www.bfksnwa.kintera.org 

We would like to give a 
“BIG” THANKS to all  our 

MENTORS! 
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A W A R D S  A N D  P R E S E N T A T I O N S  

BIG TALK 

On January 14 at Mary Mae Jones Elementary School, Big Brothers Big Sisters of North-
west Arkansas received $30,000 from the Wal-Mart Foundation in support of its site-based 

mentoring programs in Fayetteville, Bentonville, and Siloam Springs.  
 

Pictured from Left to Right are: Big Brothers Big Sisters Board Member Asa Hutchinson; 
Mary Mae Jones Elementary Principal Mike Mumma; and Big Brother Adam Martin. 

Second Row:  Big Brother Pearson Gean; Big Brother Cody O’Neal with his Little 
Brother Dalton Feathers; Sara Smith and Karen Parker with the Wal-Mart Foundation; 

Erin Rongers, BBBS Executive Director; and Little Brother Shamar Moore 

Pictured at the far left is Jolana Aibangbee, BBBS Fund Development 
Coordinator as she receives a membership scholarship from the  

Association of Fundraising Professionals.  

BBBS Staff travel to Siloam Springs to attend the ribbon 
cutting of the new Big Brothers Big Sisters office located in 

downtown Siloam Springs . 

A “Big” thanks to Arkansas’ Staffmark for their 
$1,000 donation made in January 2010! 

A “Big” thanks to Bikes, Blues, & BBQ for their $1,500 
donation made in December 2009! 
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A  P E R F E C T  M A T C H !  

           _______ 

Brittanee and Janie have been matched 
for almost five years.  They like to go 
roller skating and are working on a 
scrapbook detailing all of the fun things 
they have done. 

They also like to do a variety of crafts 
when they get together. 
 
Janie calls Brittanee at least once a week 
to check in with her and to see how she 
is doing in school.   

Brittanee’s mom says that Janie has 
made a huge difference in her daughter’s 
life and she is thrilled that Brittanee has 
such a kind and committed Big Sister.  

The purpose of  Big Brothers Big Sisters at the University of Arkansas is to recruit students, faculty, and staff 
to become mentors.  This year, the organization has gone above and beyond by volunteering at various BBBS 
activities such as the annual Holiday Party for Bigs, Littles and their families. The group is also participating 
in Hoggin’ the Lanes, the University Bowl for Kids’ Sake event on February 18 at Ozark Lanes. We 
appreciate the time and dedication this group has made to our agency. This has been a wonderful partnership! 

Each issue, we would like to introduce 
our readers to one of our matches and 
share some of the activities they enjoy 
doing together! This issue features 
Brittanee and Janie. 

V O L U N T E E R  S P O T L I G H T   

“ L I T T L E ”  Q U O T E S  

“My Big Brother is funny and fun to hang out with.” —Isaac 
 
 
 
 

"When we play games he says we see who's the best in the 
world."—Jerome 
 
 
 
 

"Lots of stuff like really fun.  When I say really, I mean 
really, really fun."—Gregory  
 
 
 
 

“I can talk to her about anything.  She’s super awesome.” 
—Shayne  

 
 
 
 
 

“My Big Sister is fun and smart!”—Morgan 
 
 
 
 

“My Big Brother is cool and helps a lot.” —Isaiah 
 
 
 
 

“I like that it is just us.” —Kelsie 
 
 
 
 
 

“My Big Sister is nice and caring.” —B’Elanna 

Artwork by Trevor & his Big 
Tyler (pictured below).  

Natalie White serves as the RSO president and 
their advisor is Dr. Ashley Tull, a former Big  



Dear friends of Big Brothers Big Sisters, 
 

It’s hard to believe that another year is behind 
us and 2010 has arrived! Our staff and Board 
of Directors are excited about the upcoming 
year and all the possibilities it brings. 2009 
was a difficult year for all non-profit agencies, 
including our own. However, even through the 
tough times, we achieved many things and 
celebrated many successes. Last year, we 
matched 356 children with caring, volunteer 
mentors and our goal for 2010 is to match 392. 

On average, our community-based matches 
spend about 5 hours a month together, and 
each match lasts an average of 28 months. So, 
over the life of their relationship, the Big and 
Little spend about 112 hours together. They go 
fishing, they go to ball games, they bake cook-
ies, or they just have a conversation….the 
activity that they take part in doesn’t matter as 
much as the fact that they are simply spending 
time together.  

This quality time makes such a tremendous 
impact on the child and truly changes his or 
her life for the better. 

From the bottom of our hearts, we want to 
extend a BIG thank you to all of our volun-
teers, donors and supporters for their time, 
their generosity and their kindness. You are 
the reason that our organization exists, and 
together, we are changing the way children 
grow up in Northwest Arkansas.  
 
Sincerely, 
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Erin Rongers 
Executive Director 
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F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R . . .  

610 E. Emma Ave., Ste. D 
Springdale, AR 72764 
 
479-756-5683 
www.bbbsnwa.org 

 
 

Headquartered in Springdale and providing 
services to Benton and Washington County, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters or Northwest Arkansas 
serves almost 400 children per year.  

Learn how you can help change how children 
grow up in America by visiting bbbsnwa.org.  

About  the Agency 

Jane Heth 
Operations Director 
jheth@bbbsnwa.org 

Cyndi Maddox 
Program Director 

cmaddox@bbbsnwa.org 

Jolana Aibangbee 
Fund Development Coordinator 

jaibangbee@bbbsnwa.org 

Erin Rongers 
Executive Director 
erongers@bbbsnwa.org 

Contact Us: 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Northwest Arkansas 


