
The year is almost over, which 
means time for an update: 

THE BIG EVENT 

The Big Event was a Big success, 
generating over $100,000 to help 
serve more than 100 children. 

Thanks to all who either spon-
sored, participated, attended, or 
volunteered at the event. 

Your time is greatly appreciated! 

MINI-GRAND PRIX 

BBBS participated in the Care  
Initiate of NWA Mini-Grand Prix 
at the Northwest Arkansas Mall.   
Tire changing and race car driving 
translated to  funds raised for the 
agency.  
A fun event, for a great cause!  

Add us as a Facebook friend to 
view the rest of the photos and to 
stay updated! 
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At this year’s National Conference, Big Brothers 
Big Sisters and the Nationwide Leadership 
Council recognized sixteen agencies for their 
achievement in the area of Quality. All sixteen 
exceeded the national average in quality metrics, 
demonstrating their focus on longer, stronger 
matches. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of NWA won a 
2008 Quality Agency Award.  BBBS 

UPCOMING Events: 

Holiday Party- 
December 4 from 6-8p.m. at 
the Boys and Girls Club of  
Fayetteville 
 
Bowl For Kids’ Sake 2010- 
Bowl events-February/March 

______ 

If you are interested in  
participating in BFKS 2010 
Contact Jolana Aibangbee 
 jaibangbee@bbbsnwa.org 
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BIG TALK 

July 2009, BBBS staff attended the United Way ribbon 
cutting in  Siloam Springs. Pictured with the BBBS 

staff, in the center, is Jerry Cavness with United Way. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters is back to 
making site-based matches in Siloam 
Springs! No matches have been made 
for almost a year since the site closed 
in 2008 due to lack of funding. 

Becky Gilbert, who lives in Siloam 
Springs, is the new Match Support 
Manager in the region. The BBBS 
office is located in the new United 
Way office, which is based in the 
downtown area.  

We are happy to be serving children 
of Siloam Springs for another year! 
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Jolana Aibangbee 
Fund Development Coordinator 
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Tami Shaver 
Enrollment Specialist 

Community Based 
479-756-5683 ext. 208 
tshaver@bbbsnwa.org 

 

Julie Joyner 
Match Support Manager 

Community Based 
479-756-5683 ext. 207 
jjoyner@bbbsnwa.org 

 

Rachel Orr 
Match Support Manager 

School-Based (Bentonville) 
479-381-0783 

rorr@bbbsnwa.org 

 
 

Melissa Woods 
Match Support Manager 
Site-Based (Fayetteville) 
479-442-9242 ext. 116 
mwoods@bbbsnwa.org 

�

Becky Gilbert 
Match Support Manager 

School-Based (Siloam Springs) 
479-220-2940 

bgilbert@bbbsnwa.org 

 

Big, Morgan Smythe and Little, 
Madai reunited after the BBBS 
Siloam Springs office reopened. 
They hadn’t seen each other for a 
year and had lots to catch up on! 
Morgan is a senior and Madai is in 
sixth grade. 
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           _______ 

Little Sister Anna and Big Sister Ann 
were just recently matched.  They share 
a love of horses. This was very impor-
tant to both of them before they were 
matched. 

Ann owns her own horse named 
George and has been getting horse 
riding lessons. They both enjoy help-
ing take care of George. The two also 
fish together, and enjoy playing with 
Ann’s dog.   

Anna’s grandmother is very thankful 
to BBBS for finding “such a perfect 
match for Anna”. She said Anna “has 
already learned so much from her Big 
Sister.”  
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Ashlee Chadwick and her 

Little, Cierra 

Mitch Harris with his Little, Trace Alison Ferguson with her  
Little, Kym 

Tim McDonough and his 
Little, Quentin 

Every year Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwest Arkansas recognizes four mentors who have shown exceptional services to the 
agency and to their mentee. These four mentors were chosen as 2009 Big Sisters and Big Brothers of the Year from two programs: 
Community-based and Site-based mentoring programs. Each recipient was honored individually for their commitment.  

Each issue, we would like to introduce 
our readers to one of our matches and 
share some of the activities they enjoy 
doing together! This issue features 
Anna and Ann. 
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Bigs and Littles in Site-based programs have an 
hour a week to meet. During this hour, they often 
participate in an activity together such as playing 
board games. 

Please contact Cyndi Knubley, Program Director at 
cknubley@bbbsnwa.org or 756-5683 if you would 
like to donate any of the following materials from 
the wish list. 

Remember, Little  moments like these, make a BIG 
impact on the lives of our Littles! 



Dear friends of Big Brothers Big Sisters, 

 

I hope you enjoyed the first of many issues 
of Big Talk! We are excited for the oppor-
tunity to share information with you about 
the ways Big Brothers Big Sisters is truly 
impacting lives.  

Thanks to supporters like you, this year 
close to 500 children will be given the 
guidance, support and tools to change their 
lives for the better. The children we serve 
in our mentoring programs are among our 
community’s most vulnerable, whether 
they live in single-parent households, are 
experiencing the challenges of living in 
poverty, or are dealing with the reality of 
having a parent in prison.  

However, we know that children enrolled 
in Big Brothers Big Sisters programs have 
a better chance of succeeding educationally 
and socially. In fact, a study recently con-
ducted by Harris Interactive finds that 

adults mentored as children through Big 
Brothers Big Sisters programs are more 
likely than peers with similar backgrounds 
but who were not involved with the program 
to have a four-year college degree and earn 
higher incomes. They also report stronger 
relationships with their spouses, children 
and friends.  

On behalf of our staff, Board of Directors, 
volunteers, and most especially, the children 
we serve, I offer you profound thanks for 
your ongoing commitment to our mission. 
Together we are making a BIG difference! 

 

Sincerely, 
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Erin Rongers 
Executive Director 
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To Contact Us: 

Phone: 

(479)756-5683 

Fax: 

479-756-0147 

 

� �  ! �  " � � � # $ % " & ' ( $ � � ' � $ % &  � )� �  ! �  " � � � # $ % " & ' ( $ � � ' � $ % &  � )� �  ! �  " � � � # $ % " & ' ( $ � � ' � $ % &  � )� �  ! �  " � � � # $ % " & ' ( $ � � ' � $ % &  � ) � ���

� *  " & � � ' + � � �  & , $ � - � � ' + � 
 ' - & $ � - �� *  " & � � ' + � � �  & , $ � - � � ' + � 
 ' - & $ � - �� *  " & � � ' + � � �  & , $ � - � � ' + � 
 ' - & $ � - �� *  " & � � ' + � � �  & , $ � - � � ' + � 
 ' - & $ � - �

 . � �  � & , / $ - & � � � 0 1 2 - 1 - . � �  � & , / $ - & � � � 0 1 2 - 1 - . � �  � & , / $ - & � � � 0 1 2 - 1 - . � �  � & , / $ - & � � � 0 1 2 - 1 - ����

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwest 
Arkansas changes the way vulnerable 
children see the world and interact with 
it. We depend on donations to ensure 
child safety and provide support for 
children, families and volunteers to 
build and sustain strong relationships.  

Our programs are proven to reduce a 
child's risk of dropping out of school, 
becoming violent, using drugs and alco-
hol, and falling victim to other negative 
cycles that threaten our society.  

Headquartered in Springdale and 
providing services to Benton and 
Washington County, Big Brothers 
Big Sisters or Northwest Arkansas 
serves almost 500 children per year.  

Learn how you can help change how 
children grow up in America by 
visiting bbbsnwa.org.  


